
Structure	
   What	
  it	
  does…	
   Clues	
   Possible	
  Map	
  (Visual)	
  
Description	
   • defines	
  

something	
  
• explains	
  

details	
  or	
  
characteristics	
  

• adjectives	
  
• examples	
  
• creates	
  mental	
  image	
  
• offers	
  visual	
  to	
  help	
  the	
  

reader	
  to	
  understand	
  
	
  

Sequential	
   • outlines	
  
procedure	
  

• lists	
  steps	
  
• explains	
  events	
  

chronologically	
  

• events/history	
  
• instructions	
  
• procedures/how-­‐to	
  
• transitions	
  that	
  signal	
  

time	
  
	
  

Compare	
  &	
  
Contrast	
  

• examines	
  
similarities	
  &	
  
differences	
  

• analyzes	
  using	
  
two	
  or	
  more	
  
people,	
  places,	
  
things,	
  
events…	
  	
  

• both/neither	
  
• same/different	
  
• in	
  contrast	
  
• on	
  the	
  other	
  hand	
  
• alike	
  

	
  

Cause	
  &	
  
Effect	
  

• explores	
  
cause(s)	
  of	
  
something	
  

• explores	
  
effect(s)	
  of	
  
something	
  

• as	
  a	
  result/thus	
  
• due	
  to	
  
• if/then	
  
• because	
  
• consequently	
  
• after	
  all	
   	
  

Problem	
  &	
  
Solution	
  

• provides	
  
information	
  
about	
  
problem(s)	
  

• explains	
  or	
  
proposes	
  
solution(s)	
  

• positive/negative	
  
adjectives	
  

• what	
  you	
  can	
  do…	
  
• how	
  we	
  can	
  solve…	
  
• advantages/disadvantages	
  

	
  

	
  


